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PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 



Post Office Box 7068 

Assistant Commissioner for Patents Pasadena, CA 91109-7068 

Washington, D.C. 20231 September 9, 2002 

Commissioner : 

Prior to examination, please amend the above- identified 
application as follows: 
Ixi the Specification : 

Page 1, at line 12, before "FIELD OF THE INVENTION" add the 
following paragraph: 

This application contains subject matter that is related to co- 
pending patent Application No. 10/122,707, filed April 11, 2002. 

REMARKS 

Applicant is filing herewith a number of references cited in a 
co-pending, commonly owned, U.S. Patent application. Applicant 
respectfully submits that the claims currently pending in this casie 
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Application No. 09/996,009 

are patentably distinguishable over the cited references, and 
reconsideration and allowance are respectfully requested. 

Respectfully submitted, 
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CHRISTIE, PARKER & HALE, LLP 
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Peter A. Nichols 
Reg. No. 47,822 
626/795-9900 

PAN/cks 



c- 



-2- 



